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20th Anniversary Celebration 
 

Program 
 

Reception 
 

Invocation 
Hollis Watkins, President 

 
Occasion, Historical Overview, Introduction of Board  

and Southern Echo Staff 
Brenda O. Hyde, Assistant Director 

 
Dinner 

 
Awards 

Leroy Johnson, Executive Director 
Brenda O. Hyde, Assistant Director 

 
Closing Remarks 

 
Christmas Party 

 
Adjournment 
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Southern Echo, Inc. wishes to thank the following 

SPONSORS 
of our 20th Anniversary Celebration. 

 
 
 

VISIONARY LEVEL SPONSOR 
Marguerite Casey Foundation 

“change is possible” 
 
 

WARRIOR LEVEL SPONSOR 
Concerned Citizens for a Better Greenville 

 
 

SUPPORTER LEVEL SPONSOR 
Barbara Meyer 

 
 

FRIEND LEVEL SUPPORTER 
Amelia Hunter 

Constance & James Burwell 
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AWARD RECIPIENTS 

 
 
 
 

Henry Kirksey Award 
Brenda Oliver Hyde 

Helen Johnson 
Betty Petty 

 
GIS Trainer Award 

Brian Lipsett 
 

Outstanding Youth Leadership Award  - GIS Technology 
Kahlil Johnson 
Demetrius Petty  

 
Technology Award 
Gregory Johnson 

 
Accountable Public Officials Award 

The Honorable Bryant Clark, MS State House of Representatives 
The Honorable Reecy Dickson, MS State House of Representatives 
The Honorable Cecil Brown, MS State House of Representatives 

Sheriff Willie March 
Marilyn Young – Tunica County School Board 
Helen Johnson – Holmes County School Board 
Al White – Montgomery County School Board 
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AWARD RECIPIENTS 

 
 
 
 

Accountable Public Officials Award  
Betty Petty – Indianola School Board 

Earline Hart – Holmes County Circuit Clerk 
Howard Sanders – Ret. Supt. Hollandale School District 

 
Higher Education Collaborators Award 

Mississippi Valley State University 
Dr. Marvin Haire, MVSU -  Delta Research and Cultural Institute 

Dr. Mack Jones, MVSU - Delta Research and Cultural Institute 
 

Grassroots Community Organizations Award 
Concerned Citizens for A Better Tunica County 

Concerned Citizens for A Better Greenville 
Nollie Jenkins Family Center 

Sunflower County Parents and Students Organization 
Citizens for Educational Awareness 

Activists With A Purpose 
Youth Innovation Movement Solutions 

Action Communication and Education Reform 
FFIREDUPP 

Fannie Lou Hamer Center for Change 
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AWARDS RECIPIENTS 

 
 
 
 

Visionary Award 
Alta Starr 

New World Foundation 
21st Century Foundation 

Norman Foundation 
 

Sustainability Award 
Unitarian Universalist Veatch Program at Shelter Rock 

French American Charitable Trust 
Edward Hazen Foundation 

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

Ford Foundation 
Marguerite Casey Foundation 

 
Exemplary Leader Award 

Joyce Parker 
Melvin Young 

 
Lifetime Achievement Award 

Leroy Johnson 
Mike Sayer 

Hollis Watkins 
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Congratulations 
Southern Echo, Inc. 

 
On your  

20th Anniversary! 
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