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1952 1962 1966
District Tot Pop Deviatn Dev Pct White White % Black Black %

D1 241,605 -45,512 -15.85% 145,753 60.33% 95,847 39.67%

D2 219,661 -67,456 -23.49% 101,403 46.16% 118,210 53.81%

D3 420,969 133,852 46.62% 108,472 25.77% 312,008 74.12%

D4 184,266 -102,851 -35.82% 113,200 61.43% 71,060 38.56%

D5 244,562 -42,555 -14.82% 151,908 62.11% 91,297 37.33%

D6 298,328 11,211 3.9% 208,800 69.99% 89,452 29.98%

D7 400,430 113,313 39.47% 168,541 42.09% 231,844 57.9%

District Tot Pop Deviatn Dev Pct White White % Black Black %

D1 383,521 -52,262 -11.99% 252,592 65.86% 130,722 34.08%

D2 675,385 239,602 54.98% 257,440 38.12% 416,812 61.71%

D3 426,396 -9,387 -2.15% 214,008 50.19% 212,253 49.78%

D4 311,340 -124,443 -28.56% 178,611 57.37% 130,619 41.95%

D5 382,272 -53,511 -12.28% 285,981 74.81% 96,088 25.14%

District Tot Pop Deviatn Dev Pct White White % Slave Slave %

D1 139,749 -18,512 -11.7% 72,720 52.04% 66,992 47.94%

D2 127,367 -30,894 -19.52% 64,992 51.03% 62,343 48.95%

D3 148,355 -9,906 -6.26% 70,187 47.31% 78,109 52.65%

D4 213,255 54,994 34.75% 78,151 36.65% 134,995 63.3%

D5 162,579 4,318 2.73% 67,849 41.73% 94,192 57.94%

District Tot Pop Deviatn Dev Pct White White % Colored Colored %

D1 188,242 -358 -0.19% 93,230 49.53% 95,009 50.47%

D2 184,493 -4,107 -2.18% 85,785 46.5% 98,706 53.5%

D3 174,592 -14,008 -7.43% 82,422 47.21% 91,520 52.42%

D4 193,607 5,007 2.65% 82,796 42.76% 109,722 56.67%

D5 201,114 12,514 6.64% 97,249 48.36% 103,758 51.59%

D6 189,549 949 0.5% 37,916 20% 151,576 79.97%

District Tot Pop Deviatn Dev Pct White White % Black Black %

D1 187,739 -6,170 -3.18% 89,129 47.47% 98,600 52.52%

D2 183,795 -10,114 -5.22% 79,755 43.39% 104,022 56.6%

D3 232,174 38,265 19.73% 32,090 13.82% 199,916 86.11%

D4 199,650 5,741 2.96% 103,229 51.7% 96,392 48.28%

D5 183,066 -10,843 -5.59% 104,107 56.87% 77,020 42.07%

D6 162,440 -31,469 -16.23% 107,005 65.87% 55,221 33.99%

D7 211,521 17,612 9.08% 77,206 36.5% 134,285 63.49%

D8 190,885 -3,024 -1.56% 48,679 25.5% 142,174 74.48%

Legend
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Legend

MS 1900 Counties
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Legend

MS 1960 Counties
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Legend

MS 1960 Counties

% NonWhite **
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MS 1950 Counties
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District Tot Pop Deviatn Dev Pct White White % Non White Non White %

D1 449,361 13,733 3.15% 218,564 48.64% 230,797 51.36%

D2 427,468 -8,160 -1.87% 243,044 56.86% 184,424 43.14%

D3 428,447 -7,181 -1.65% 233,665 54.54% 194,782 45.46%

D4 423,300 -12,328 -2.83% 219,747 51.91% 203,553 48.09%

D5 449,565 13,937 3.2% 342,526 76.19% 107,039 23.81%

District Tot Pop Deviatn Dev Pct White White % Non White Non White %

D1 364,963 1,939 0.53% 247,300 67.76% 117,663 32.24%

D2 237,887 -125,137 -34.47% 119,846 50.38% 118,041 49.62%

D3 370,554 7,530 2.07% 127,815 34.49% 242,739 65.51%

D4 460,100 97,076 26.74% 246,527 53.58% 213,573 46.42%

D5 295,072 -67,952 -18.72% 173,532 58.81% 121,540 41.19%

D6 449,565 86,541 23.84% 342,526 76.19% 107,039 23.81%
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WHAT THESE MAPS REVEAL:

The congressional redistricting maps from 1860 through 1962 show how black

citizens, who were denied the right to vote, were “packed” into the Delta district 

to keep total census population counts high to justify enhanced representation for 

the relatively much smaller white minority population in the Delta.  Over 105 

years, the Delta region of MS was redistricted to benefit plantation owners.  The

map in 1966, created in response to the passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, shows 

how the population of the Delta district (Dist. 1) was 

“cracked” among 4 other districts 

to ensure that no Mississippi district had the capacity to elect a black 

congressional representative.  In 1966 the black population percentage 

in the Delta district dropped from 65.71% (when it was called Dist. 3) to 

51.36% (Dist. 1).  The black voting age population was only about 46%.  

After the 1970 census it took 14 years and 7 trips to the US Supreme Court 

to restore in 1986 the Delta district (now Dist. 2) to near its original shape, 

which it approximates today, with a 58% black voting age population (2000 

census).
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Data Sources:  

Minnesota Population Center | National Historical Geographic Information 

System | Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota 2004, http://www.nhgis.org

Historical, Demographic, Economic, and Social Data: The United States, 

1790-1970, Inter-University Consortium for Political Research & Michael R. 

Haines, Colgate University

** Important for all Map Legends: Critical information is often concealed in

plain sight.  The U.S. Census Bureau has changed terminology and classification 

schemes by fiat or law, to suit, follow, or establish "objective" measures of social 

reality.  1860 is the final census year in which the term "slave" is used, as the 

holding of persons in bondage was outlawed, and the 3/5ths compromise was 

overturned with ratification of the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments of the 

U.S. Constitution.  In subsequent censuses other terms are used to describe the 

African American population, ranging from "negro" to "black" to "mulatto," to 

"colored," to "non white" - - depending on the decade.

1880 MS Population 

57.5% Colored

Plan Deviation = 26,522

Deviation Pct. = 14.07%

1870 MS Population 

53.7% Non-White

Plan Deviation = 22,145

Deviation Pct. = 14.79%

District Tot Pop Deviatn Dev Pct White White % Non White Non White % 

D1 126,765 -11,222 -8.13% 90,523 71.41% 36,242 28.59%

D2 148,910 10,923 7.92% 58,669 39.4% 90,225 60.59%

D3 134,800 -3,187 -2.31% 54,733 40.6% 80,058 59.39%

D4 147,173 9,186 6.66% 62,563 42.51% 83,998 57.07%

D5 127,346 -10,641 -7.71% 55,398 43.5% 71,763 56.35%

D6 142,928 4,941 3.58% 61,010 42.69% 81,915 57.31%

1860 MS Population 

55.2% Slave

Plan Deviation = 85,888

Deviation Pct. = 54.3%

1900 MS Population 

58.5% Black

Plan Deviation = 69,734

Deviation Pct. = 36%

1930 MS Population 

50.2% Black

Plan Deviation = 236,703

Deviation Pct. = 82.4%

1950 MS Population 

45.3% Black

Plan Deviation = 364,045

Deviation Pct. = 83.5%

1960 MS Population 

42.3% Black

Plan Deviation = 222,213

Deviation Pct. = 61.2%

1950 MS Population 

42.3% Black

Plan Deviation = 26,265

Deviation Pct. = 6%


